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 (is) Jerusalem at the center | by Rabbi Meirav Kallush 

Our Rabbis taught: 

A blind man or one who cannot tell the cardinal points should direct his heart towards his 

Father in Heaven, as it says, And they pray unto the Lord. 

If one is standing outside Palestine, he should turn mentally towards Eretz Israel, as it says, 

And pray unto Thee towards their land. 

If he stands in Eretz Israel he should turn mentally towards Jerusalem, as it says, And they 

pray unto the Lord toward the city which Thou hast chosen. 

If he is standing in Jerusalem he should turn mentally towards the Sanctuary, as it says, If 

they pray toward this house. 

If he is standing in the Sanctuary, he should turn mentally towards the Holy of Holies, as it 

says, If they pray toward this place. 

If he was standing in the Holy of Holies he should turn mentally towards the mercy-seat. 

If he was standing behind the mercy-seat he should imagine himself to be in front of the 

mercy-seat. 

Consequently, if he is in the east he should turn his face to the west; if in the west he should 

turn his face to the east; if in the south he should turn his face to the north; if in the north he 

should turn hisface to the south. In this way all Israel will be turning their hearts towards one 

place.  

 

R. Abin — or as some say R. Abina — said: What text confirms this? — Thy neck is like the 

tower of David builded with turrets [talpioth], the elevation [tel] towards which all mouths 

(piyyoth) turn. 

 

 Is there a place you direct your heart to? how do you do it?  

 Is Jerusalem a place like that for you? if so, how?  

 What do we gain and lose when everyone directs their hearts to one place? 
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 Isaiah 2  ישעיה ב 

ן  א זָּה, ישְַעְיָּהוּ בֶׁ ר חָּ בָּר אֲשֶׁ ה, -אָמוֹץ, עַל-הַדָּ יהְוּדָּ

םִ.  לָּ  וִירוּשָּ

1 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw 

concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  

 

יָּה בְאַחֲרִית הַיָּמִים, נָּכוֹן יהְִיֶׁה הַר בֵּית  ב יהְוָּה בְראֹש -וְהָּ

לָּיו, כָּל א, מִגְבָּעוֹת; וְנָּהֲרוּ אֵּ רִים, וְנשִָּ הָּ  הַגוֹיםִ. -הֶׁ

 

2 And it shall come to pass in the end of 

days, that the mountain of the LORD'S 

house shall be established as the top of the 

mountains, and shall be exalted above the 

hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.  

ל  ג לְכוּ עַמִים רַבִים, וְאָמְרוּ לְכוּ וְנעֲַלֶׁה אֶׁ יהְוָּה -הַר-וְהָּ

ל כָּיו, וְנֵּלְכָּה -אֶׁ נוּ מִדְרָּ י יעֲַקבֹ, וְירֵֹּ בֵּית אֱלֹהֵּ

יו: ה, וּדְבַרכִי מִצִ   בְארְֹחתָֹּ צֵּא תוֹרָּ םִ. -יוֹן תֵּ לָּ  יהְוָּה מִירוּשָּ

3 And many peoples shall go and say: 

'Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain 

of the LORD, to the house of the God of 

Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, 

and we will walk in His paths.' For out of 

Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of 

the LORD from Jerusalem.  

פַט בֵּין הַגוֹיםִ, וְהוֹכִיחַ לְעַמִים רַבִים; וְכִתְתוּ   ד וְשָּ

רוֹת יהֶׁם לְמַזמְֵּ ם לְאִתִים, וַחֲניִתוֹתֵּ א גוֹי -לֹא--חַרְבוֹתָּ ישִָּ

ל ב, וְלֹא-אֶׁ רֶׁ ה.ילְִמְדוּ עוֹד מִלְחָּ -גוֹי חֶׁ  }פ{   מָּ

4 And He shall judge between the nations, 

and shall decide for many peoples; and they 

shall beat their swords into plowshares, and 

their spears into pruninghooks; nation shall 

not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 

they learn war any more. {P}  

 

 "And all nations shall flow unto it"  what are the characteristics of Jerusalem 

as a place that all nations turn to?  

 Is Isaiah's prophecy still relevant to our days?  

In chapter 62 Isaiah says:  

לַםִ, הִפְקַדְתִי -עַל  ו חוֹמתַֹיךְִ ירְוּשָּ

מִיד, לֹא -הַיוֹם וְכָּל-כָּל--שמְֹרִים הַלַילְָּה תָּ

ת מִי, -אַל--יהְוָּה-יֶׁחֱשוּ; הַמַזכְִרִים, אֶׁ דֳּ

 לָּכֶׁם. 

6 I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, 

they shall never hold their peace day nor night: 'Ye that 

are the LORD'S remembrancers, take ye no rest 

 

 Who are the guards of Jerusalem? why?  
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 How does this relate to what David Ben Gurion said about Jerusalem in 1951:  

"Jerusalem is the capital of the nation. It is the capital of Jewish history, it is the capital of the 

hebrew spirit, it is the capital of the eternity of Israel. More than all it needs to be an example 

to the whole country, to the whole nation, because Jerusalem does not belong only to the 

country, Jerusalem belongs to the nation, it should set an example to all of Israel in its land 

and in diaspora" 
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Yehuda Amichai, born in Germany, raised in Jerusalem wrote many poems to/about/for the city. The 

following poem, All the generations before me, was written in 1968: 

 All the generations before me כל הדורות שלפני 

מוּ אוֹתִי רְּ ניַ תָּ פָּ לְּ  כָּל הַדּוֹרוֹת שֶׁ

לַיםִ אוּקַם כָּאן בִירוּשָּ ה כְּדֵי שֶׁ עָּ ה קִמְּ עָּ  קִמְּ

פִלָּה אוֹ מוֹסַד  בַת אַחַת, כְּמוֹ בֵית תְּ ה.בְּ קָּ דָּ  צְּ

מַי. מִי הוּא שֵם תוֹרְּ חַיבֵ. שְּ  זֶׁה מְּ

חַיבֵ.  זֶׁה מְּ

 

All the generations before me contributed me 

Little by little so I would emerge here in 

Jerusalem  

All at once, like a prayer house or a philanthropy. 

That compels. My name is the name of my 

contributors. 

That compels.  

 

גִיל מוֹת אָבִי. רֵב לְּ קָּ  אֲנִי מִתְּ

אִים, לָּ בֵה טְּ הַרְּ לֵאת בְּ  צַוָּּאָתִי מֻטְּ

ת מוֹתִי ת חַייַ וְּאֶׁ שַנּוֹת אֶׁ רִיךְ לְּ  אֲנִי צָּ

ת כָּל הַנְּּבוּאוֹת קַיםֵ אֶׁ  יוֹם יוֹם כְּדֵי לְּ

ר. קֶׁ יוּ שֶׁ לֹּא יהְִּ אוּ אוֹתִי. שֶׁ נְּּבְּ  שֶׁ

חַיבֵ.זֶׁה   מְּ

 

I approach the age of my father's death. 

My will has many patches, 

I have to change my life and my death 

Day by day, to fulfill all the prophecies  

That prophesied me. So they wont be a lie.  

That compels.  

 

עִים. בָּ אַרְּ נתַ הָּ ת שְּ תִי אֶׁ בַרְּ  ישֵ עָּ

לוּ אוֹתִי ן לֹא יְּקַבְּ הֶׁ בָּ רוֹת שֶׁ  מִשְּ

וִיץ, אוֹשְּ ייִתִי בְּ ל כָּךְ. אִלוּ הָּ שֶׁ  בְּ

חִים אוֹתִי לַעֲבדֹ, יוּ שוֹלְּ  לֹא הָּ

פִים אוֹתִי מִיָּד. יוּ שוֹרְּ  הָּ

חַיבֵ.  זֶׁה מְּ

 

I passed my fortieth year. There are jobs  

I cannot get. If I were in Auschwitz 

They wouldn't have sent me to work,  

They would have burned me right away. 

That compels.    

 

 How does this poem reflect on David Ben Gurions words?  

 Do Jerusalem residence have a responsibility to the city's future as the center of the 

world?  


